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Dear Colleagues 
2007/08 HESA Non-Credit-Bearing (NCB) Record Collection (Ref: C07015)
The NCB data collection is currently optional, apart from for institutions in Wales (Welsh for Adults), for which alternative collection arrangements are now being made through the Student Record. 
As per HESA’s Strategic Plan, a ‘fitness for purpose’ review of the NCB return has recently been undertaken. Feedback received from the Statutory Customers indicated that there is little justification for continuing this data collection. 
Therefore, and following discussion with HESA’s member bodies (Universities UK and GuildHE), the HESA Board has recently approved a recommendation regarding the future of the NCB collection - that collection of the NCB Course Record will cease, and with immediate effect, i.e. removal from the 2007/08 portfolio of data collections. 
Important information
As a consequence of this decision there is no longer a need for HEIs to return any NCB information to HESA relating to the current reporting period (ending 31 July 2008), otherwise due 30 September 2008. 
Background
The NCB return was originally seen as being complementary to the credit-bearing Student Record, in order to indicate the totality of teaching provision by UK HEIs. The existing return is comprised of two tables: Table 1 Welsh for Adults, whereby institutions in Wales provide a single headcount figure for the number of student enrolments on non-credit bearing 'Welsh for Adults' (WfA) programmes of study, and Table 2 NCB Contact Hours by Cost Centre, a vehicle for HEIs to record the volume of NCB activity by cost centre. 
In 2004/05 return of Table 2 became optional for all institutions, and so HEIs could volunteer to continue to send data or declare no NCB provision (through making a Nil return); alternatively an HEI could indicate that it had NCB provision but was electing not to make a return. In 2006/07 it was made possible for institutions in Wales to return non-credit bearing Welsh for Adults provision either in the NCB or the Student Record; only 1 institution returned Welsh For Adults enrolment figures via the NCB. Thus return of the information in Table 1 is no longer a statutory requirement for institutions in Wales, and return of the information in Table 2 has anyway been optional (voluntary) for all institutions since 2004/05. 
The pattern of submission of Table 2 of this return has not surprisingly changed somewhat in recent years. In 2004/05 some 17% fewer contact hours were reported compared with 2003/04. In 2003/04 80% of reporting HEIs submitted data for this reporting period, the remaining 20% made a nil return, whereas in 2006/07 57% of reporting HEIs submitted data, 16% made a nil return and the remaining 27% elected not to make a return. 
With the restructuring of WfA provision Welsh Assembly Government now require more detailed data for each enrolment, which the NCB does not provide. Consequently different arrangements have been made to collect what is now required in 2007/08, prior to assimilation of collection of this information into the Student Record for 2008/09. 
Position
Collection of information on a non-statutory basis leads to incomplete datasets, with reduced analytical value. The recent 'fitness for purpose' review of the NCB Record has confirmed that statutory customers make little use of the NCB data. If no real use is made of the return, its continued collection cannot be justified. It is therefore considered that cessation of this data collection was the only reasonable recommendation to be made. It was also felt desirable to cease data collection as soon as possible, and to promptly notify HEIs to this effect. HESA would normally expect to give long advance notice of changes to collections, however it is hoped that the complete discontinuation of this collection at comparatively short notice will not of itself cause particular problems for institutions. 
Copyright Licensing Agency (CLA)
One consequence of cessation of the NCB Course Record will be that data is no longer available to the Copyright Licensing Agency (CLA) for contributing to the calculation of HEI subscriptions. This matter has however been drawn to the attention of Universities UK and GuildHE, and also the Copyrights Licensing Agency, predominantly because of the roles of these organisations in negotiation of educational licences for the sector. 
Conclusion
Therefore please note that collection of the NCB Course Record will cease, from 2007/08. 
Who to contact
If you have any queries on the issues raised in this circular, please contact the Institutional Liaison team at HESA, or email (liaison@hesa.ac.uk). 
Yours sincerely 
C. Jane Wild 
Director of Operations 

