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Introduction 
Version 1.0 Produced 2010-09-30 
General  
1. The Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA) has been established to undertake data collection and analysis about higher education in order to make possible consistent information provision about higher education throughout the UK, and to enable the universities and colleges and the Funding Councils to meet their obligations under relevant legislation. The formal responsibility for the provision of information to Ministers rests with the Funding Councils, who have agreed to engage HESA as their agent for this purpose. Further information about the role of the Agency and its work is given in the series of circulars that are issued by HESA. 
2. The major data streams that HESA collect and analyse are: 
· Student
· Staff
· Finance
· EMS
3. This manual sets out the requirements for the collection of the Estates Management Statistics collection.  
Structure of the record
4. HESA has the responsibility of integrating statistical data collection across all publicly funded UK higher education institutions, within which there are different traditions and practices.  
Funding bodies
5. Throughout this manual, the term "Funding Council" should be interpreted as referring to the institution's principal funding body, and therefore includes; the Higher Education Funding Council for England, the Scottish Funding Council, the Higher Education Funding Council for Wales, and the Department for Employment and Learning (in Northern Ireland). 
Background to Estates Management Statistics (EMS)
The Estates Management Statistics collection (EMS) is a data collection initiative which began within the sector through Association of University Estates Directors (AUDE) and was jointly funded by the UK funding councils. 
EMS was established in 1999 to provide Higher Education sector with standardized, reliable and useful property information to help managers understand current performance, promote sharing of best practice and drive improvements. Return of data was optional for institutions, though in practice the majority of institutions have provided data in each year. Collection and processing of the data was contracted out to Investment Property Databank (IPD). 
In 2008-09 it was announced that the Funding Councils were no longer going to provide direct funding for this activity and HESA was asked to take on the responsibility, with funding coming through the subscriptions of institutions in the same way as other data streams. Further details about this decision were provided in the EMS joint statement issued February 2010. 
Data for 2009-10 onwards is to be collected by HESA through the Aardvark system with data published through heidi. 
As part of the transition to HESA, and in agreement with AUDE as well as the Funding Councils, no substantive changes will be made to the content of the EMS collection during the first two years that HESA collects data (2009-10 and 2010-11), although a small number of items will now be made mandatory for institutions in England, Wales and Northern Ireland. The entire collection remains optional for institutions in Scotland, although they are encouraged to make use of the system. 
Full information about the data required can be found under Data definitions. Information about how the data will be collected is found under Data collection process. 
  

Notes of guidance    
Webform
1. Data must be returned using the webform provided by HESA for the 2009/10 year. Information on submitting data to HESA is available from https://submit.hesa.ac.uk/help.  
Queries
2. If you have any queries arising during data collection, or need advice on completing the webform, please contact the Agency's Institutional Liaison team at HESA or email liaison@hesa.ac.uk.
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